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Resume

The research covers theatre productions created during the period 1990-2000. This analysis
makes clear the specificity of works by Georgian stage directors, the particular characteristics of their
direction, and differences and peculiarities of theatre production created during an historic period for
the Georgian state. It was in this period that Georgia acquired independence, shortly followed by the
disintegration of the Soviet Union. In this vitally significant and critical decade for the country the art
of theatre responded to the problems and moods existing in society. Directors tried to express the
existing reality and to find adequate artistic forms for that expression. In that heavy politico-
economic situation the theatre community and its directors managed to preserve the material-
technical base and human resources of the country's theatres, which, in the past, had often gone about

their work without enthusiasm.

In this process the role of stage directors, as the leaders of theatres, was undoubtedly tremendous.
They managed to convince the society, and politicians in particular, that the country was still in need
of theatrical centres which would create non-material, spiritual wealth for the country. The absolute
majority of state theatres were preserved. Moreover, new theatre spaces were created: the Rustavel,
and, later, the Vake "Cellar Theatres" and the "Free Theatre". The small stage of the Rustaveli
Theatre gained popularity thanks to performances staged by its director G. Zhordania. The shifting to
small theatre spaces became something of a tendency, reflecting the interests and priorities of the
audience. The main trait that characterizes theatre direction during the period under the study is its
quest for novelty and its constant openness to experimentation; a trait that is crucial to the progress of
any art form. The appearance of small stages in parallel with the established big auditoria at the state

theatres reflects this new development. The formation of small experimental spaces was a



consequence of the new creative processes, the driving force of which was the stage directors. It is in

this period that the union of directors, under the name "League of Directors" was founded.

The period studied is characterized by the most acute artistic challenges faced by theatres. In
particular there was, at this time, a devaluation of the allegorical and metaphorical forms of
expression that had been adopted by the Georgian theatre during the Soviet period. The subject,
which was depicted allegorically and was criticized by the theatre, disappeared. Georgian theatre had
invented thousands of metaphorical tools with which to deliver its ideas to the audience. Suddenly
this language of communication, which had received so much approbation over many decades,
vanished from the Georgian stage. Theatre directors were somewhat at a loss. Their search for
alternative forms of expression took them into declamation and publicity seeking. Often their theatre
seemed to overlap with psychotherapy. Ultimately, their work failed to reach a high artistic standard.
Georgian theatre now lacked coherence and direction, its path appearing to have been traced by
accidental steps.

From this juncture, the greatest influence upon stage direction and theatrical tendencies in
Georgia came from the West, particularly from the artistic trends associated with postmodernism. In
the present work I adopt a chronological approach to the development of modern Georgian theatre
direction which is at odds with most existing opinion on the subject. It is my hope that my

contribution will add to a healthy and thorough process of analysis of this period.

Research goal, subject and methods
As stated above, the goal of the present research is to identify tendencies in modern Georgian
stage direction between 1990 and 2000, and to attempt to determine the grounds for the appearance

of this or that tendency. In this process I have consulted works by (among others): P.Markov, B.



Brecht, E.Grotovsky, M.Bakhtin, A.Artaud, O.Burenina, E.Topuridze, M.Kalandarishvili,
D.Mumladze, V. Kartvelishvili, T.Bokuchava, N.Muzashvili and Sh. Chichua. In addition, I have
drawn upon Russian-language electronic encyclopedias' with papers by such authors as: M.
Mozheiko and A. Grytsanov. While researching postmodernism and the process of its becoming
established in Georgian reality, [ have used as a base the ideas of R. Barthes, W. Welsh, J.

Baudrillard, J. Lyotard, [.Huizinga, I.Ilin, I.Hassan and others.

Regarding the subject under study, namely Georgian theatre performances of the period, I
consulted periodicals, papers and reviews by many authors. The greatest percentage of the published
literature comes from reviews and other articles published in the press. I have considered forty-eight
plays in total, thirty-four from the period studied and an additional fourteen that are closely
connected to the period. It is my hope that this investigation of theatrical productions creates an

accurate image of Georgian theatre and stage direction during the decade under consideration.

In terms of the research goal, it was necessary to identify concrete objectives which could be
resolved through the application of existing methodology. I have used mostly comparative analysis,
qualitative and induction-deduction methods and socio-historical analysis:

1. The methods of comparative analysis are used to identify similarities and differences in the plays
presented during the period studied. This enabled me to come to conclusions about the stages of
development of various aspects of stage direction and, more generally, about changes taking place in

theatrical production.

2.Qualitative analysis enabled me to consider theatrical productions and the artistic forms inherent to

them within the context of common Western artistic tendencies.

1 . .
WWwWw.niv.ru and www.gumer.info




3. The methods of induction-deduction made it possible to analyze specific performances. These
methods provide the best tool to identify the nature and specificities of the artistic thinking expressed
by productions. They assist in determining the principal artistic direction of specific productions and

to put the results of the research into the context of broader tendencies in stage direction.

4. The methods of socio-historical analysis enabled me to view theatrical productions of the period
against the background of wider historical processes. This is the necessary prerequisite of deep

research and analysis, and, to a certain extent, it contributes to the accuracy of results.

The main results and scientific conclusions

My study of the tendencies within modern theatre direction in Georgia required me to analyze the
discourses that contributed to their formation. I offer hypotheses regarding the bases of
postmodernism becoming established as an artistic trend within Georgian theatre. I have taken into
consideration the fact that thorough study of stage direction in Georgia ceased, for various reasons,
during the 1990s. It is hoped, therefore, that the present research, and other works like it, will be

attributed particular significance.

The structure of the work

The work consists of eleven chapters, an introduction and a conclusion. The work is accompanied

by a list of references. The body of the thesis contains 190 pages.
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